
  

Dear Friends, 

 A story says that a neighbor was watching a little boy 

playing with a ball and a bat in his backyard. “I’m the greatest hitter 

in the world,” the boy yelled out as he threw the ball in the air. He 

swung the bat with all his strength but missed the ball and fell 

down himself. “Strike one,” he called out as he got up. He threw it 

up again and swung. Again, the ball fell to the ground with a thud.  

“Strike two,” he yelled out still undeterred. “I’m the greatest,” he 

says as he swung again. For a third time, he only hit air as the ball 

fell to the ground. But this time, he danced around the backyard as he yelled, “strike 

three . . . I’m the greatest pitcher in the world!” 

 A silly story to be sure, and yet a reminder that we sometimes need to alter our 

perspective . . . or adapt the roles each person plays. So it is in the church. We have an 

amazing staff, but change is inevitable. In our case, it isn’t that we have people who 

aren’t doing well in one arena and need to switch to another. Quite the opposite.   

Sometimes thriving organizations make changes to build upon strengths. That’s why 

we made significant changes in the staffing of our children’s ministries almost two years 

ago (you affirmed the move in a by-law change at the annual meeting last month). In 

the past, we had two separate areas of children’s care: our Sunday school ministry and 

the Children’s Center (preschool and childcare). At the end of October 2017, we 

combined the two under the leadership of Dee Buchanan and Katie Morgan. Both are 

now thriving more than ever (we just had our largest Vacation Bible School on record 

and we will be opening two new Children’s Center classrooms in the fall). 

The changes continue . . . 

 Dick Clewell retired from more than six years of ministry here (and almost 60 

years as an ordained minister). As Eleanor and Dick have moved to Laurel Lake, he 

knew it was time to give up his ministry at Laurel Lake. We have been richly blessed by 

Dick’s caring gifts across the years, and we are fortunate that even though he will no 

longer be serving in his former role, he will remain a trusted part of the congregation as 

an adjunct minister. We will be celebrating Dick’s ministry after worship on September 

16.  I hope you will join me in giving thanks to Dick. 

 With Dick’s departure, Steve Hockstra will be taking on many of Dick’s former 

roles (in addition to many he already carries), in particular our ministry at Laurel Lake.  

Of course, that means Steve needs to let go of something else. While Steve will still be 

responsible for overseeing youth work and will remain our youth ministry’s theological 

integrity and teaching presence, he no longer be working with our youth on a daily 

basis. Callie Baylor (who has been working with our youth for six years) will be our 

new Director of Youth Ministries beginning in August. Callie brings us countless gifts 

and a deep commitment to the youth of our church. We are truly blessed to have people 

like Steve and Callie in our midst. And yes, Amy Baldwin will still be working with our 

youth, too. We are fortunate indeed.    

 And finally, our office staff continues to evolve as well. After more than eleven 

years in the finance office, as well as connections ministry, Karen Joshi has resigned 

from her role to work full time with her daughter’s flourishing dance studio. While we 

are sorry to see Karen go, we are thankful for all she has contributed and that she will 

have the opportunity to support her daughter’s passion. Even better, while Karen is 

leaving her position, she will still be a part of our church.   

 Yes, we are blessed with people who give and do so much. I hope you will join 

me in thanking each of them. 

As always,  

Peter 
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Water Sunday 2018 – September 16 

From where will you collect water for Water Sunday 2018 at First Congregational 

Church?   

 Last year at Easter, we handed out hundreds of small, glass bottles, asking 

you to take them with you and collect water from someplace that had special mean-

ing for you.  We received water from all around the world—from water sources on 

every continent and every ocean to kitchen faucets right here in Hudson.  Then last 

September, we had you bring your bottles of water forward during worship one Sunday and pour all the 

water together.  From there, we purified the water and have used it for baptisms, confirmation, and other 

special services in the life of the congregation for almost a year.  Your water has blessed babies, youth, and 

adults on their faith journeys, giving meaning to their lives in new ways. 

            I haven’t determined from where I’ll collect water this year.  Last year, I filled the bottle out of a 

bathroom faucet in the hospital where Ellen was born.  But for this year, I’m not sure yet.  I can think of a 

number of places from which I’d love to collect water, but my travels this year won’t take me there.   

Berkeley, California, is one place that comes to mind, specifically the fog I used to walk through on 

early mornings in the Berkeley hills with some of my seminary friends.  A few mornings a week, we’d 

head out before the rest of the world was stirring too much and walk the residential streets of the Berkeley 

hills.  The fog made the morning so still, every sound somehow enhanced by the drops of water that hung 

suspended in the air and clung to the vegetation.  Sometimes we’d have deep, serious conversations on 

our walks; sometimes we didn’t have much to say.  Yet in it all, the fog would often envelop us and hold 

our conversations gently, giving them a mystic and sometimes holy quality that just couldn’t have hap-

pened in any other setting.  The fog was somehow an ingredient or partner in the conversation. 

Another place of meaning for me, if I could travel there to collect water, would be my parents’ old 

farmstead and specifically water from the rain gauge.  That rain gauge came out of storage every winter, 

to be affixed to the top of a fence post in the flower garden.  Any time it rained, after it ended, one of my 

parents would go out to the garden, peer at the tiny lines along the side of the gauge to determine as accu-

rate as possible the amount of rainfall, and then dump it into the flowers, readying the gauge for the next 

summer storm.  I remember this habit of theirs vividly.  Rain, of course, was so crucial for their liveli-

hood—the crops they raised, the garden my mother tended, the livestock we kept.  It was a summertime 

ritual, this accounting of the rainfall.  The rain didn’t just happen, an inconvenience to any summer out-

door activities.  Rather, the rain acted as another member of the farm workforce, a crucial one my parents 

kept close tabs on. 

Since I won’t be traveling to California or South Dakota before September, my water for Water 

Sunday this year will need to come from someplace else.  But thinking about those two places reminds me 

of how simple and basic the meaning behind the water we collect can be.  Fog (condensation) from the 

Berkeley hills and rain water from the family farm—both ordinary, everyday places and the water coming 

from ordinary, everyday activities.   

We ask that you consider collecting water from someplace that has special meaning, whether that’s 

a life-changing meaning or something more simple and basic (like walks in the fog).  But we talk about 

someplace with special meaning, in a broad sense, because ultimately, we need meaning in our lives to 

give our lives meaning.  We need to identify, name, and lift up the moments and places and people that 

have a significance for us because they make life worthwhile.  They make our lives matter.  They make 

our lives holy.   

(continued on next page) 
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Are You Looking for Study Materials? 
We have a great library of study materials and a listing of these materials available 

through Bob Carleton for ongoing Small Home Study Groups, continuing Micah 

Small Groups, and other groups looking for readings, videos, discussion guides, and 

the like. 

  

The JULIETS!  
The JULIETS is a new group for women, formed as a parallel to the ROMEOS 

(Retired Older Men Eating Out), and meets at The Gables, on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of the month at 12:30 pm for discussion and an $8.00 buffet. Contact person is Vickie But-

ler at wcbvgb@windstream.net or (330) 650-6835. 

  

Book Club Is Looking to Expand!  
The current Book Club, which meets regularly to discuss a wide range of books and is followed by enjoy-

ing fellowship at dinner is full. The Board invites those interested in facilitating and or participating in a 

second Book Club to contact Nikki Wingerson at nikki1@uakron.edu. 

  

Coming This Fall - Women’s Bible Study 
Numbers: Learning Contentment in a Culture of More 

Led by Tracy Zappone 

Starts Wednesday, September 12 (7 weeks)  

Two Options: 12:30-2:00 pm and 6:45-8:15 pm 

Interested? Email Tracy Zappone at pzappone@yahoo.com.  

 

Genesis Flipped 
We have heard those well known, stories in Genesis; Creation, The Flood, Abraham & Isaac, Sodom and 

Gomorrah, The Tower of Babel, but what would happen if we took those old stories and flipped them and 

looked at them from a new perspective. Join us for Genesis Flipped, A Fresh Take on some Old Stories.  

Led by Rev. Steve Hockstra 

Thursdays, September 13 - October 18 (6 weeks) 

Two Options: 10:30 am-Noon and 7:00-8:30 pm 

Interested? Email Steve Hockstra at shockstra@hudsonucc.org.       

Rev. Jeanette Brodersen (continued) 

  Water—we find it everywhere, in so many forms.  It’s common. it’s everyday, and yet it’s life-

giving.  God knows this.  The people of the Bible knew it, somehow, despite different understandings of 

science at that time.  Jesus knew it.  Water refreshes us.  Water blesses us.  In our everyday activities and in 

our holy rituals, like baptism and confirmation, water brings meaning to our lives and gives our lives 

meaning.  

If you haven’t already done so, pick up your water bottle at church.  You’ll find them in baskets at 

the Welcome Table by the second floor elevator entrance or outside the sanctuary doors.  Collect your wa-

ter, and bring it to church on Sunday, September 16.  Be a part of the blessings that happen in our collec-

tive worship life, bringing meaning and holiness to our journeys of faith.      

Summer blessings,  Jeanette  

Adult Faith Formation 

 

mailto:wcbvgb@windstream.net
mailto:nikki1@uakron.edu
mailto:pzappone@yahoo.com
mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

TPP - July can be a pretty quiet month for our Youth Program. ASP is behind us. 

Families are off on vacations. Students are away at camps. But a group of middle 

schoolers is getting ready to spend one amazing week at The Pittsburgh Project. We 

will spend our days serving Pittsburgh families, working to improve their homes 

and yards in any way we can. We will spend our evenings deepening our relation-

ships with each other, building new friendships with students from other churches, 

worshipping, singing, and having fun. Contact Callie at cbaylor@hudsonucc.org if 

you have any questions about this awesome program or want to know how you can get involved. 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

Breakfast Club - Meets every Sunday at 10:30 in the Youth Room. Come join the fun whenever you 

are in town.  

GENNESARET SOUP KITCHEN - Don’t miss the opportunity to serve at Gennesaret next 

month on Saturday, August 4, serving from 9-2:30. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both 

middle and high school. If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or 

Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministries 

2018 ASP  

CREWS 

mailto:cbaylor@hudsonucc.org
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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Youth Ministries 
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Children’s Ministries 

All grades are 2017-2018 levels. 
RSVP to Caitylyn Menolasino 

cmenolasino@hudsonucc.org or 
call/text (234) 380-3572 

Children’s 
Summer of 

Fun and  
Fellowship 

2018 

Neon Night 
Grades 1-5 

Tuesday, July 10 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Come brighten up the church with glow in the dark 
games in the activity room! We will have  

a pizza dinner before the games! 

The Amazing Bible Animal Race 
All ages (K and under accompanied by  

adult; 1-5 race) 
Friday, July 20 

9:30 am - 2:00 pm 

Join us at the Cleveland Zoo in a race to  
find  animals from Jesus’ time! We will leave  

the church at 9:30. 
Cost is $10 

Natural Waterpark 
All ages (K and under and non-swimmers must 

have an adult) 
Wednesday, July 25 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Join us at Brandywine Falls (8176 Brandywine 
Road, Northfield, OH) to explore the water!  

Wear water clothes and bring a bagged lunch. 

mailto:cmenolasino@hudsonucc.org
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Thank you to all of the students, youth volunteers, and parents for all of their  

hard work during Vacation Bible School! Holy Moses was a success and  

a lot of fun!! We are already looking forward to VBS next summer! 

 

It’s A Wrap … VBS 2018! 
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“Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them - not because you 

must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but ea-

ger to serve; not lording over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”             

1 Peter 5:2-3 

 

 In 1994, Congress unanimously passed “The Parents’ Day Resolution” establish-

ing the fourth Sunday of July as a perennial day of commemoration. On this day each 

year, Americans recognize outstanding parents, celebrate the teamwork in raising chil-

dren, and support the role of parental guidance in building a strong, stable society.  

 This year that day falls on Sunday, July 22. The day aims to promote responsible parenting and to 

recognize positive parental role models. It celebrates the special bonds of love between parental figures 

and their children. It is a day for “recognizing, uplifting and supporting the role of parents in the rearing of 

children.” This is not a public holiday but is a national observance.  

 Parenting is probably the most important public health issue facing our society. It is the single larg-

est variable implicated in childhood illnesses and accidents; teenage pregnancy and substance misuse; tru-

ancy, school disruption, and underachievement; child abuse; employability; juvenile crime; and mental ill-

ness. The importance of parenting arises from its role as a buffer against adversity, such as poverty or de-

linquent influences. Positive influences include not only biological and adoptive parents, but other role 

models that children are exposed to such as teachers, ministers, and health care providers.  

 Parenting is a challenging and rewarding experience. It also should be a joy. When it is a joy, it is 

positive parenting, a democratic environment where there is order and freedom. Children need to grow up 

being secure and strong and valuable. They need to feel that they belong in the world, that they have lots 

to contribute and are appreciated. This is the core of self-esteem.  

 Consistency in what you say and what you do as a parent is crucial. Children become confused and 

fractured if they cannot count on you doing what you say you will do. If you allow children to think about 

the consequences of their actions as it is brought to their attention and figure out what those consequences 

are, they learn fairness and don’t have to be on their guard. They know what to expect from you.  

 On July 22 celebrate by planning a day of joyful parenting with your children. Thank your parents 

or a positive parental role model in your life. Let us all think about the love and support our church pro-

vides for our church families and how each of us can be positive role models for our children. 

In His Name, Kathy 

 

The next FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be on        

August 20 and feature Emily Lopick with a presentation on First Connect.  

 

 

There will not be yoga in July. We will start again on Tuesday, August 7 at 5 pm   

 

Health Ministries 
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 We talk about love a lot in our church, and for good reason. But rather than 

look to the hymnal for inspiration as to why, we might look to American popular 

songs. There are more songs written about the topic of love than all other topics 

combined. But rather than list all our favorite love songs (too long!), I thought it 

would be entertaining and insightful to apply the standards of human love to God. 

 Steve Winwood’s Higher Love won him a Grammy for best record of the year 

in 1986. There is no higher love that God’s love, right?! 

 Love Me Tender, based on the Civil War song Aura Lee, was Elvis Presley’s 

signature love song. It sold over a million copies before it was even released, making it an instant Gold 

Record. God’s tender love for us exceeds even the love we have for our own children. 

 Bryan Adams number one hit, (Everything I do) I Do for You was written for the soundtrack Robin 

Hood: Prince of Thieves. It won a Grammy for best song for a motion picture in 1991. It is our goal as Chris-

tians that everything we do, we do for God. 

 One of the most distinctive voices in the pop world belongs to Barry White, who recorded the dis-

co hit You’re the First, My Last, My Everything in 1974. It rose to number one on the R&B charts, and it is 

the hope for all believers that our lives could reflect our relationship with God with the title of this song. 

 The great Stevie Wonder wrote You Are the Sunshine of My Life in 1973, which was nominated for 

both Song and Record of the year, and ended up winning best pop male vocal. I find it intriguing that 

changing one letter in the word sunshine gives it a completely different Christian meaning. 

 The short, tragic life of Whitney Houston will always be remembered by her recording of I Will 

Always Love You (originally written and recorded by Dolly Parton). It is a comforting thing to remember 

when times are rough, that God will always love us, no matter what. 

 Just the Way You Are, Billy Joel’s most famous song that is not named Piano Man, won both Song 

and Record of the year Grammys in 1977. It is a fitting reminder that God loves us just the way we are. 

 See, now you will never hear these songs the same way again!  

See you in church this summer!  

Tom 

Music Ministries 

 One of our Church’s famous early members was Simeon Porter.  He is best 

known to us as the architect who designed our present sanctuary, completed in 1865.  

During the 1840’s he had served six years as a Deacon and one year as Sunday School 

Superintendent. 

 In addition to our Church, Porter helped his father Lemuel design and build 

the President’s House on the WRA campus (which was on last month’s Home and 

Garden Tour).  After his father died, he designed and built the building next to the 

President’s House, the campus Chapel, the Loomis Observatory, and our Church’s first 

manse on Ravenna Street (recently restored by architect Alan Sveda). 

 During the 1850s Porter moved to Cleveland, where he and his partner Charles 

Heard built the Old Stone Church on Public Square, as well as several Cleveland high 

schools.    

   Frank Manak, Church Historian 
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Are you looking for a meaningful way to spend a Wednesday afternoon?   

Do you want to meet some fun-loving, caring and kind church members?   

If your answer is “yes,” then OPEN M is the perfect opportunity to do just that!  Opportunity Parish Ecumen-

ical Neighborhood Ministry is what OPEN M stands for, and our church plays an important role in its urban 

ministries. Once a month, our volunteers cook, prepare and serve a home-made lunch for the residents in one 

of Akron’s most impoverished neighborhoods. If you are interested in helping build bridges out of poverty 

for our neighbors in Akron, please email Nancy Martinez at martclan@outlook.com.  We would love for you 

to join our OPEN M team! 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the Trinity household/clothing mission! 
Trinity UCC provides support to the families of Findley CLC students.  

Please place your donations in the blue bin by the coat rack or the wooden cabinet in the stairwell. No food, please.  

Greatest Needs: 

• Sheet sets - Queen, King 

• Summer blankets, quilts, light comforters - Queen, King 

• Towels, sleeping pillows (new or very good condition) 

• Baby crib sheets & blankets 

• Capri pants for women and girls 

• Shorts and short sleeved tops/shirts for men, women, children 

• Preschool and Toddler clothing, sizes 2T – 5 (We never have enough toddler clothing!) 

• Swim suits: all sizes for men, women, children 

• Tennis shoes & sandals: men, women, children 

Thank you!  Questions? Please contact Sandy Miller at sandyxd91@gmail.com 

Mission and Outreach 

mailto:martclan@outlook.com
mailto:sandyxd91@gmail.com
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday 
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

BIRTH ~ Congratulations to:  

 Drew and Melissa Finkes on the birth of daughter, Frances “Frankie” June Finkes on 

 May 30. Proud grandparents include George and Diana Finkes. 
 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 The family and friends of Betty Brucker who died May 13.  

 Jeff and Janie Lehman on the death of Janie’s father, John S. Culbertson May 21. 

 The family and friends of Nancy Christensen who died May 22. 

 Doug and Sharon McDowell on the death of Doug’s father, Douglas McDowell. 

 Brad and Dee Buchanan, Tracy Buchanan and family on the death of mother,                   

 Joan Buchanan on June 11.  

 Matt and Chris Villenauve on the death of Matt’s mother, Sheila Villenauve on June 12. 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

 Mike and Sue Baker, Ran and Ann Bucey, Pat Daum, Grace Lewis,  Ed Lutz, Lee Piersol,  

 JoAnn Pope, Karen Zonyk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Doris Hill, Barry and Mary Lynn Reynolds 

CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick Buhler 

MAPLEWOOD OF CUYAHOGA FALLS: John Blassingame 

MAPLEWOOD OF TWINSBURG: Barbara Venesy 

DANBURY OF TALLMADGE: Marty Crichton 

ANNA MARIA OF AURORA: Marlys Anderson 

INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE OF AURORA: James Rothgery 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor  
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Adjunct Minister 

The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

  

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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Save the date for a day of service 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 9, 2018 

9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Serving the Summit Lake and North Hill Communities of Akron 

Day’s Schedule 

    9:00 am    Sending Service at Akron Civic Theater 

                        10:00 am    Arrive at project sites for the day 

    4:00 pm    Dinner Celebrations at both communities 

 

Questions? Email Sue Wimer at swimer@hudsonucc.org. 
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